
WRITING AT THE WILLOWS



WRITING IS PURPOSEFUL AND COVERS GENRES IN A 
PROGRESSIVE MANNER

What is taught when at the Willows: Writing 

New 

Genre

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

A 1 Labels

Captions

Lists

Labels and captions 

(1Week)

Postcard (2 weeks)

Poetry (2 weeks)

Non- Chron (2

weeks)

Narrative (3 weeks)

Recount (2 weeks)

Non- chron (3 

weeks)

Poetry (1 week )

Journal (3 weeks)

Poetry (1 week)

Non- Chron (2 weeks)

Biography (2 weeks)

Narrative (3 weeks)

Report (3 weeks)

Poetry (1 week)

Narrative (3 weeks)

Poetry (1 weeks)

Explanation (2 weeks)

(Class Assembly)

A 2 Narrative (3 weeks)

Postcard (2 weeks)

Recount (2 weeks)

Recount (1 weeks)

Diary (2 weeks)

Non- chron (2 

weeks)

(Class Assembly)

Narrative (3 weeks)

Letter (2 weeks)

Biography (3 weeks)

Narrative (3 weeks)

Journal (2 weeks)

Instruction (1 week)

Non- Chron (2 weeks)

Persuasive Speech (3 

weeks)

Letter (1 week)

Letter (2 weeks)

Non- Chron (2 weeks)

Journal (2 weeks)

Sp 1 Fact File (2 weeks)

Descriptive setting (3 

weeks)

Fact File (2 weeks)

Descriptive setting (3 

weeks)

Letter (1 week)

Recount (1 week) 

Instructions (1 week)

Persuasive Poster (2 

weeks)

(Class Assembly)

Letter (2 weeks)

Explanation (3 weeks)

Explanation (1 week)

Journal (2 weeks)

(Class Assembly)

Persuasive writing (3 

weeks)

One sided argument (2 

weeks)

Sp 2 Narrative 

(Simple story)

Recount

Invitations

Journal (2 weeks)

Non- Chron (2 

weeks)

Poetry (1 week)

Non- Chron (2 

weeks)

Journal (2 weeks)

Recount (1 week)

Poetry (1 weeks)

Non- Chron (2 

weeks)

Narrative (3 weeks)

Narrative (3 weeks)

Biography (2 weeks)

(Class Assembly)

Descriptive narrative (2 

weeks)

Poetry (1 week)

Letter (2 weeks)

Narrative (3 weeks)

Rep[ort (1 week)

Journal (2 weeks)

S 1 Instructions (2 

weeks)

Recount (2 weeks)

Postcard (2 weeks)

Recount (2 weeks

Traditional narrative ( 

3 weeks)

Instructions (1 

weeks)

Instructions (1 week) 

Persuasive letter (2 

weeks)

Narrative (2 weeks)

Persuasive Brochure (3 

weeks)

Persuasive Letter (2 

weeks)

Poetry (1 week)

Narrative (2 weeks)

Review (2 weeks)

Explanation (Sci link 2 

weeks)

Narrative (3 weeks)

Journal (2 weeks)

S 2 Narrative (2 weeks)

Poetry (2 weeks)

(Class Assembly)

Poetry (2 weeks)

Journal (2 weeks)

Report (2 weeks)

Narrative (2 weeks)

Biography (2 weeks)

Narrative (2 weeks)

Narrative (2 weeks)

Explanation (2 weeks)

Journal (2 weeks)

Non- Chron (3 weeks)

Persuasion (2 weeks)

Poetry (1 weeks)

Explanation (2 weeks)

Debate (3 weeks)

Review (2 weeks)



KEY TEXTS ARE CHOSEN TO SUPPORT CROSS 
CURRICULAR TOPICAL LINKS AND GENRE NEED

Texts to support Writing and the Curriculum: Willows 2023

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

A1 Our Class is a family

Only one you 

Super Duper you 

I like myself Who’s 

in my family

The family book 

The way I feel 

Lost and Found

Leaf

Peep Inside

FT: Goldilocks and The Three 

Bears

The Rainbow Fish, 

The Snail and The Whale

The Big Book of the Blue

Charlie Small and Gorilla City, 

Buddy’s Rainforest Rescue, The 

Jungle Book-

Habitats: Science skills 

The Lost Book of Adventure

Everest: The Remarkable Story 

of Edmund Hillary and Tenzing 

Norgay

Survivor Escape From 

Pompeii, A Storm Called 

Katrina

Leon and the Place Between

Roof Toppers

A 2 Room on the Broom 

Bonfire Night (poetry)

Diwali / Remembrance Day 

(Poetry)

Scarecrows Wedding

Christmas Story 

Christmas / Hanukah

The Queen’s Hat, Who Was 

Rosa Parks?

Little People Big Dream : Rosa 

Parks

FT: Snow White and The 

Seven Dwarfs

Two Lives: Mary Seacole and 

Florence Nightingale

Matthew Hensen

Time Peake

The Dragon’s Hoard, 

How To Train Your Dragon

Viking Voyages

The Journal Of Iliona

So you think you’ve got it bad: 

Romans

What The Romans did for us

Horrible Histories, The Story 

of Crime and Punishment

Secrets of a Sun King

The Red Pyramid

Egyptology

Sp 1 Farmyard Hullabaloo

Three Little Pigs

Three Billy Goats Gruff

What the ladybird heard

Chinese New Year

Merecat Mail

My Animal Atlas

FT: The Little Red Hen

Fairy Tales From Other 

Cultures

Tar Beach

A place Called Home

The Food Atlas, Around The 

World in 80 days, The Garden 

of Hope

The Secret Sky Garden

One Plastic Bag

Flotsam, 

The Last Bear

The Boy who Biked The 

World

Ever dark 

Rumblestar

The Journey

Food and Fair Trade

Off Side

Where the World Turned Wild

Sp 2 How a Seed Grows Once 

there was a seed 

Oliver’s Vegetables

Oliver’s fruit salad

The Very Hungry Caterpillar

Charlie & The Great Fire of 

London

The Baker’s Boy & The Great 

Fire of London

The illustrated Great Fire Of 

London 1666

FT: Dick Whittington

My Best Friend on The Titanic,

Polar The Titanic Bear

National Geographic: Titantic

Beowulf, Anglo-Saxon Boy

Arthur and The Golden Rope

King Arthur And The Knights 

Of The Round Table

Theseus and the Minotaur / 

Other Greek Myths/ Who Let 

The Gods Out

Rain Player

The Great Kapok Tree

Wolf Brother

The Wild Way Home

S 1 Supertato

A superpower like mine

Superworm

How to Catch a Star

Whatever Next

Eliot Midnight Superhero

Juniper Jupiter

Traction Man

Dr Ranj- A superhero Like 

You

FT: The Paperbag Princess, 

Cinderella

Jack and The Beanstalk 

Jack and The Backed Bean Stalk

Food Around The World

Island, All Around The World, 

Nature’s Patchwork Quilt

Dear Earth

The Incredible Eco- Systems of 

the World

Travel guides to UK, The Story 

of London, The Big Book of the 

UK

Sherlock Holmes: Graphic 

Novel

Tuesday

High Rise Mystery

The Train To Impossible Places

The Highland Falcon Thief

S  2 Commotion in the Ocean

Sharing a Shell

The Train Ride

Rainbow Fish

Pirates love underpants

Seaside Poems

Old Bear

Lost in the Toy Museum

Toys Around the World

FT: Rumplestiltskin

In Every House On Every 

Street, Belonging, Window, A 

House That Once Was

Estate Agent Adverts

The Librarian of Basra

My Name Was Hussain

DK: Find out about World War 

II

The History Detective 

Investigates: Evacuation in 

WWII

The Iron Man

If

Marveltown,

The Imagination Box

The Clockwork Sparrow

The Midnight Guardians

Vanished, The Secret Of The 

Night Train

The Lion Above the Door

Welcome To Nowhere, The 

Arrival



THE WRITING PROCESS

Phase Teacher Pupils Marking and Feedback

L
ots of ta

lk
:

articulating id
e
as, que

stions, d
ram

a (e
g role

 play, h
ot se

ating), orally re
h
e
arsing b

e
fore

 w
riting, re

ad
ing b

ack
 th

rough

L
ots of re

a
d
ing: class nove

l, re
ad

ing le
ssons, topic se

ssions, lib
rary se

ssions

Read and Respond
1-2 days

What am I writing?
Who is it for?

Why am I writing it?

 Consider skills from previous units
 Provide a hook for learning and read a quality model text, looking at visual 

links.
 Explain outcome: Reason, Audience, Features, Tone RAF R- Y2 RAFT Y2-6)
 Establish clear purpose and audience
 Model reading strategies (ie Word meaning, Retrieval, Summarising, 

Inference, Predication, Relationship, Word choice, Comparison)
 Features to be given to students when being introduced to a new genre 

afterwards students should create their own tool kits drawing on previous 
learning.

 Read aloud
 Answer focussed retrieval/ inference/ writers choice of language questions
 Ask questions about the text
 Make connections, including previous learning (text- self, text- text, text-

world)
 Include drama for hooks, sequence and overview of text
 Learn and use new vocabulary specific to the text

 Light marking (eg. ticking highlighting) of LO’s.
 Self and peer marking based on class discussions.
 Keep on top of basic skills throughout.

Analyse
1 day

Why is this a good example?

 Teach grammar features for the text
 Identify key features of organisation, language (include grammar and 

punctuation) and vocabulary: RAFT
 Identify and WAGOLL (and if appropriate a WABOLL from Y2: what 

features do we NOT want to see)
 Prioritise which features of text children need to learn- word- level, 

sentence- level, text-level.
 Begin to gather ideas for writing.


 Highlight key language and organisational features
 Decide which version of the text is the best and why (WAGOLLS and 

WABOLLS where appropriate)
 Use scaffolds where appropriate such as: chunk/box-up the text to 

understand the content
 Evaluate text
 Re-read to consider understanding
 Use speaking and listening to support in-depth understanding of outcomes (eg. 

hot seating) and features (eg. Vocabulary, grammar)

Practise
2-4 days

How can I use those skills?

 Model writing using identified skills over more than one lesson.
 Give examples and non- examples.
 Identify in context.
 Practise in sentences.
 Apply it in a paragraph.

 Practise sentence level skills, using the context that they’re going to write 
about (ie if they’re writing about Vikings, keep the subject of Vikings to 
practise) but not so similar that they can do a direct copy later.

 Practise grammar requirements discretely eg direct speech 

 Mark sentence level skills
 Carefully check children’s success at using identified skills when writing in sentences.
 Keep on top of basic skills throughout.

Plan
1 day

What will I write about?

 Remind students of the purpose and audience.
 Provide support for children to structure ideas coherently.
 If this is a first time taught scaffold appropriately. Manage the balance 

between creating and scaffolding.
 Ask questions that structure their ideas.

 Plan writing using scaffolds as appropriate eg story maps and other graphic 
organisers.

 Research (eg characters, setting, the focus of the text).
 Answer questions to structure ideas.
 Create work banks (magpie from the model text, share ideas, use the linked 

texts). 
 Draw and label (eg characters, settings).

 Read children’s plans to make sure they make sense. Then; light mark.
 If appropriate, ask children to improve work choices.
 Keep on top of basic skills throughout.

Write
Upto 4 days

Can I write a good one?

 Model writing matching planning and success criteria and including the 
taught vocabulary.

 If necessary include a Guided Write (on a rotational need)
 Proof read each section as we write for non- negotiables.

 Contribute to a shared group/ paired/ independent write.
 Develop a piece of writing over time.
 Refer to success criteria.
 Reflect on what’s going well and what needs to improve.
 Proof read each section as we write for non- negotiables.

Assessed Pieces Non assessed Pieces

L
ots of ta

lk
:

articulating id
e
as, que

stions, d
ram

a.

 Read all work and give whole class feedback 
based on common gaps in learning (use 
proforma) 

 Students to use this information to edit and 
amend their own work.

 Highlighted key features (on the work, checklist- or both).
 Avoid future requests eg. Next time or can you? Instead, use imperatives eg. 

Add two more adjectives, Find your missing capitals.
 Plan for next steps
NB: REMEMEBER WHO YOU ARE MARKING FOR

Review
edit,

improve
2 Days

What would make my writing 
better?

 Whole class: edit a shared piece that includes errors from a target group 
of pupils.

 Demonstrate how to reflect on successes and areas to improve.
 Refocus children on the features of the text: RAFT.
 Focus on improving one aspect of their work at a time: basic skills and 

success criteria.
 Work with students on a Guided Edit
 Include a Writing Workshop for GD

 Reflect on what’s going well and what needs to improve.
 Apply learning from whole class teacher led edit to written work.
 Work in teams, pairs or individually.
 Use ARMS (Add, Remove, Move or Substitute) and the MUST DOS non-

negotiables.
 Correct errors.
 Improve writing, referring to the features.

 Light marking.
 If assessing use a checklist of skills to include and highlight it.
 Keep on top of basic skills/ MUST DOS throughout.

Publish
1 day

Can I present my text well?

 Recap purpose and audience.
 Model a well- presented final version of what the text might look like.

 Present work appropriately, perhaps with images and diagrams.
 Take pride in their work.
 Invite the intended audience to give feedback on students work



WEEKLY LESSON ORGANISATION

Y2-Y6 Structure of Daily English Lessons: The Willows

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5

25 
mins

Reading Practise: Total Comprehension Specific fluency
Practice.

15 
mins

Discrete Sessions: Spelling, Handwriting, SPaG

45 
mins

Writing Process : Maximum of 3 weeks per genre

(See Genre Coverage for termly plan)



SPELLINGS ARE SUPPORTED BY:
https://play.edshed.com/en-gb/spelling



GRAMMAR AND PUNCTUATION PROGRESSION



Non- Negot i ab les :  Wr i t i ng  at  the Wi l l ows
W e  h a v e  i d e n t i f i e d  s o m e  MUST  DOS t h a t  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  y e a r  w e  w i l l  i n s i s t  o n  f o r  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  c h i l d r e n .  
T h e s e  M U S T  D O S  a r e  e x a c t l y  t h a t - t h e  c h i l d r e n  MUST  DO . T y p i c a l l y ,  w i t h o u t  t h e s e  w r i t i n g  w i l l  b e  w r o n g .
MUST  DOS  a r e  a l s o  k e y  p o i n t s ,  w h i c h  w e  w i l l  i n s i s t  o n  i n  a l l  o t h e r  f o rm s  o f  w r i t i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m .

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 and 4 Year 5 and 6

Grammar and 
Punctuation

Proof Read Capital Letters and 
full stops
Capital Letters for own name

As previous years and:
Separate words with a space
Capital letters for I
Capital letters for people’s names
Begin a sentence with a capital 
letter
End sentences with a full stop.

As previous years and:
Demarcate sentences with  .  ?  !
Capitals for all proper nouns
Avoid ‘comma splices’
Commas for lists
Apostrophes: Contractions
Correct and consistent tenses

As previous years and:
Speech: 

Accurately punctuated with 
punctuation before each inverted 
comma.

New line, new speaker
Apostrophes:

Regular possession
Commas for fronted adverbials

As previous years and:
Commas to mark all phrases and 
clauses

Spelling Spell phonetically plausible in 
line with learned graphemes.

As previous years and:
Spell in a phonetically plausible way 
Spell high- frequency and Bug Club 
‘tricky’ words (Y1 list)

As previous years and:
Spell high- frequency and Bug 
club ‘tricky’ words (Y2 list)
Y2 Spelling in line with England 
Appendage Common exception 
words.

As previous years and:
Homophones:
here/ hear
where/were/ wear/we’re
there/their/ they’re
are/our
of/have (I shouldn’t have)
off/of
to/too/two
its/it’s
which/witch
Spell high frequency words 
(Y3/4)

As previous years and:
Spell high frequency words 
(Y5/6)

Handwriting Learned letters to be formed 
correctly.

As previous years and:
Form all letters accurately

As previous years and:
Begin to join-up
Form all letters with the 
appropriate size and orientation

As previous years and:
Legible and appropriately joined


