
COULD YOU HAVE SURVIVED WWII?  

Key Vocabulary 

1. Allies - The United Kingdom, France and Poland, later joined by 

other countries, including the USSR (Soviet Union), the United 

States of America and China. 

2. Axis - The Axis Powers were originally Germany, Japan and 

Italy. Other countries joined them later.  

3. Nazi Party - A German political party with racist and anti-

Jewish ideas, led by Adolf Hitler.  

4. Atomic Bomb - A very high-energy bomb made of radioactive 

material.  

5. Annex - To take another country’s land and make it part of your 

country.  

6. Czechoslovakia  -  A European country. Now two countries: the 

Czech Republic and Slovakia.  

7. Propaganda - Information designed to promote a political idea 

or opinion.  

8. Active Service - Taking part in a military operation as part of 

the armed forces.  
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Summary 

World War II involved many countries around the globe fighting 

against each other, including the UK. It lasted six years, from 1939-

1945. 

The War became a global conflict after the German military, led 

by Adolf Hitler, invaded Poland in 1939 because he wanted to take 

some of their land for Germany. France and Britain declared war on 

Germany because they didn’t think what Germany was doing was 

right, then Italy joined with Germany, and gradually other countries 

in Europe and around the world became involved with either the 

Allies or the Axis powers. 

Life during the Second World War was very difficult. Today, we mark 

special days to remember the many millions of people who fought 

and died during World War II. 

Curriculum Subject - History 

7 Key Facts 

1. On 1st September 1939, Germany invaded Poland. Britain and France (Poland’s 

allies) gave Germany notice to withdraw their troops. When they did not, Neville 

Chamberlain declared war on 3rd September 1939.  

2. People expected cities to be bombed as the Germans tried to hit military or 

trade targets. This would put children in danger, so many were sent to live with 

families in the countryside until the war ended.  

3. The Holocaust was a genocide committed by Germany before and during WW2. 

It involved the murder of over 6 million Jewish people and millions of others. 

Many people perished in concentration camps.  

4. Large numbers of British, French and Belgian troops were surrounded by 

German soldiers on the northern coast of France. 800 British boats set out and 

rescued many of them against the odds, although many men died.  

5. In the Battle of Britain, the Royal Air Force (RAF) successfully defended Britain 

from attacks by Nazi Germany’s Luftwaffe planes.  

6. Also known as the Normandy Landings, these were a series of landing 

operations by the Allies to claim back Europe  

7. Germany officially surrendered to the Allies, bringing an end to the fighting in 

Europe..  7th May 1945. 

Adolf Hitler - Germany 

Neville Chamberlain.  

British Prime Minister 

at the outbreak of 

war. 

Winston Churchill.  

British Prime Minister 

for the majority of the 

war. 


